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I.   DESCRIPTION 
 
The course exposes the comparative constitutional justice of the main legal systems around the 

world including their principles and fundamental institutions. In addition, addresses the most 

relevant judicial cases with a strong emphasis on empirical and law practitioner’s view. 
 
II. OBJECTIVES 
 

1. Describe the origin and evolution of constitutional judicial review. 

2. Describe and analyze the main similarities and differences of all American, French, 

German, English and Latin American legal systems and constitutional jurisdiction and 

protection, as well as their political institutions and legal process. 

3. Understand the most relevant jurisprudential cases of various global constitutional systems. 

4. Confront the main features of these legal systems with the essential characteristics of 

Chilean constitutionalism. 
 

III.     CONTENT 
 

1. Comparative Constitutional Law 

1.1. Nature, function and comparative law method in general and constitutional law in 

particular. 

1.2. Legal Systems, principles and comparative institutions. 

 

2. The Constitution. 

2.1. Origin, evolution and trends of constitutionalism. 

2.2. American and European constitutionalism 

 

3. Judicial Review in US 

3.1. Historical background and Philosophical Foundations: Federalism and 

Common Law 

3.2. Origin. Marbury vs Madison. 

3.3. Development and evolution of Judicial Review. Relevant US Supreme Court 

cases. 

 

4. European Constitutional Review  

4.1. Germany. Principles and Institutions (the Bundesverfassungsgericht) 

 



4.2. France: Principles and Institutions (the Conseil Constitutionnel) 

4.2.1.  
4.3. England: beginning and institutions. 

4.4. Constitutional Jurisdiction in Latin America (Mexico, Colombia, Peru). 

. 
 
IV. METHOLOGY 
 

- Teaching based on lectures in English  

- Class participation based on previous readings  
 
V. EVALUATION 
 

Reading comprehension:  30 % 

Class participation:   30 % 

Written final examination:  40% 

 

75 % attendance is required to pass the course. 
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